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Amendments to the Claims 


1 . (Currently Amended) A pallet for use in packing an appliance comprising: 
a first support member having at least one fi rst appliance foot hole and a first 

attachment means for attachment to the appliance; 

a second support member having at least one second appl iance foot hole and a 
second attachment means for attachment to the appliance; and 

at least one cross member including a first end and second end, the first end 
attached to the first support member and the second end attached to the second support member. 

2. (Currently Amended) The pallet of claim 1 wherein the first and second support 
members and the cross member are manufactured fi-om a synthetic aubotanco plastic. 


3. (Currently Amended) The pallet of claim 1 wherein the first support member 
has at least two appliance foot holes and the second support member h as at least two appliance 
foot hole s and second support mcmboro and tho cross member are manufactur e d fi-om 
polypropyl e ne , 

4. (Currently Amended) The pallet of claim 1 wherein the first and second support 
members and cross m e mb e r ore manufactur e d fi-om polyethylene have two sets of four appliance 
foot holes forming the comers of concentricallv spaced rectangles for acconmiodation of a 
plurality of appliance foot hole patterns . 

5. (Currently Amended) The pallet of claim 1 wherein the first and second support 

members and the cross member are intejorallv formed and substantially hollow. 
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6. (Currently Amended) The pallet of claim 5 wherein the first and second support 
members and the cross member are inte^allv formed and filled with foam. 

7. (Withdrawn) The pallet of claim 5 wherein the first and second support 
members and the cross member contain interior support members. 

8. (Withdrawn) The pallet of claim 7 wherein the interior support members are 

curved. 

9. (Withdrawn) The pallet of claim 1 wherein the first end of the cross member is 
attached to the center of the first support member and the second end of the cross member is 
attached to the center of the second support member. 

1 0. (Original) The pallet of claim 1 wherein the attachment means fiirther comprises 
a hole and a retaining bolt. 

1 1 . (Original) The pallet of claim 1 wherein the attachment means fijrther comprises 
an adhesive. 

12. (Currently Amended) A pallet for use in the manufacture and transportation of 
an appliance comprising: 

a first support member having at least one first appliance foot hole through which 
a bottom of the appliance is fit flush against the first support member and a first hole through 
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which the appliance is fastened with a first retaining bolt; 

a second support member having at least one second apnliance foot hole through 
which the bottom of the appliance is fit flu sh apainst the second support member and a second 
hole through which the appliance is fastened with a second retaining bolt; 

a first cross member oonnooting connected to the first and second support 
members through a first set of overlapping flanges ; and 

a second cross member oonnooting connected to the first and second support 
members through a second set of overlapping flanges. 

13. (Currently Amended) The pallet of claim 12, wherein the first and second 
support members and the first and second cross members are formed of an extruded material. 

1 4. (Currently Amended) The pallet of claim 1 2 wherein the first and oocond 
support mmib"r'? n"^ f^^'^* ""^ ononnH nrnni mnmhorn aro cant at least one first appliance foot 
hole, at least one second appliance foot hole, first hole and second hole are placed in an 
asvmmetricallv aligned pattem with respect to an axis of the pallet through the center of the first 
support member and the center of the second support member . 

1 5. (Withdrawn) The pallet of claim 12 wherein the first cross member is directly 
adjacent the second cross mmber. 

1 6. (Currently Amended) The pallet of claim 1 2 wherein tho firot orooo member and 
th p c o nnnH rrnw mwrnhnr nr a wfrpnrntnd hy n prodot e rminod diatanco the first support member and 
second support member include a first set of four appliance foot holes forming t he comers of an 
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inner rectangle and a second set of four appliance f oot holes forminp the comers of an outer 
rectangle . 

1 7. (Withdrawn) A comer support stracture for use in the packing of an appliance, 
comprising: 

a substantially tubular first lobe connected to a substantially tubular second lobe 
by an angular beam. 

1 8. (Withdrawn) The comer support stmcture of claim 1 7 wherein the angular beam 
comprises two planar surfaces connected at approximately 90 degrees. 

19. (Withdrawn) The comer support structure of claim 17 wherein the angular beam 
includes a comer loop. 

20. (Withdrawn) The comer support stmcture of claim 1 7 wherein the first lobe 
contains an interior support member. 

2 1 . (Withdrawn) The comer support structure of claim 20 wherein the interior 
support member is curved. 

22. (Withdrawn) The comer support stmcture of claim 17 wherein the comer 
support supports a vertical comer of the appliance. 
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23. (Withdrawn) The comer support structure of claim 17 wherein the comer 
support structure supports a horizontal comer of the appliance. 

24. (Withdrawn) The comer support stmcture of claim 17 wherein the comer 
support stracture is interposed in the walls of a shipping container and wherein the shipping 
container surrounds the appHance. 

25. (Withdrawn) The comer support stracture of claim 17 wherein the first lobe, the 
second lobe and the angular beam form an interior and an exterior of the comer support stracture 
and wherein the exterior is directly adjacent to a container and the interior is directly adjacent to 
the appliance. 

26. (Withdrawn) A spacing support for contacting a container and protecting 
protrasions of an appliance comprising: 

a tubular member of a predefined lengfli; 

the tubular member having a contact surface for contacting the container; and 
an attachment surface for contacting the appliance. 

27. (Withdrawn) The spacing support member of claim 26 wherein the contact 
surface is planar. 

28. (Withdrawn) The spacing support member of claim 26 wherein the contact 
surface is curved. 
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29. (Withdrawn) The spacing support member of claim 26 wherein the contact 
surface is angular. 

30. (Withdrawn) The spacing support member of claim 26 wherein the tubular 
member includes an interior support member. 

3 1 . (Withdrawn) The comer support structure of claim 30 wherein the interior 
support member is curved. 

32. (Withdrawn) The spacing support member of claim 26 wherein the tubular 
member includes two interior support members. 

33. (Withdrawn) A packing system for supporting an appliance in a container 
comprising: 

a pallet; 

the pallet including a first support member and a second support member; 
the first support member having a first attachment means for attachment to the 

appHance; 

the second support member having a second attachment means for attachment to 

the appliance; 

at least one comer support; and 

the comer support including a substantially tubular first lobe and a substantially 
tubular second lobe connected by an angular beam. 
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34. (Withdrawn) The packing system of claim 33 wherein the pallet and the comer 
support are plastic. 

35. (Withdrawn) The packing system of claim 33 wherein the pallet and the comer 
support contain at least one interior support member. 

36. (Withdrawn) The packing system of claim 35 wherein the support member is 

curved. 

37. (Withdrawn) The packing system structure of claim 33 wherein the comer 
support is located on a comer of the appliance. 

38. (Withdrawn) The packing system structure of claim 33 wherein the comer 
support is located within the container. 

39. (Withdrawn) The packing system structure of claim 33 wherein a plurality of 
comer supports are located on comers of the appliance. 

40. (Withdrawn) The packing system structure of claim 33 wherein the comer 
support is interposed in the walls the container. 

41 . (Withdrawn) A method for packing an appliance comprising the steps of: 
providing a pallet including 

a first support member; 

8 


Atty. Docket 63823.0102 S/N 10/637,220 

Patent 

at least one cross member including a first and second end, the first end attached 

to the first support member; 

a second support member attached to the second end of the at least one cross 

member; 

the first and second support members having and attachment means for attaching 
the appliance to the pallet; and 

attaching the appliance to the pallet. 

42. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 41 further comprising the additional steps of: 
providing at least one comer support including a generally tubular first lobe 

connected to a generally tubular second lobe by an angular beam; and 
positioning the comer support on the appliance. 

43. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 42 wherein the shipping container surrounds 
the appliance and the comer support. 

44. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 42 wherein the pallet and the comer support 
member structure are polypropylene. 

45. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 42 wherein the pallet and the comer support 
member structure are polyethylene. 


46. 


(Withdrawn) The method of claim 43 further comprising the steps of: 
providing a spacing support structure including a tubular standoff; and 
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positioning the standoff such that it contacts and extends past an outside wall of 
the appUance and contacts an inside wall of the container. 

47. (Withdrawn) A method of manufacturing and using a comer support for 
shipping an appliance comprising: 

extruding a comer support from plastic; and 

positioning the comer support adjacent the appliance and within a shipping 
container. 

48. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 47 wherein the comer support includes a 
generally tubular first lobe connected to a generally tubular second lobe by and angular beam. 

49. (Withdrawn) A comer support structure for use in the packing of an appUance, 
comprising: 

a hollow angular channel of a predetermined length; and 
the channel including at least one internal support vane. 

50. (Withdrawn) The comer support stracture of claim 49 wherein the channel and 
the support are plastic. 

5 1 . (Withdrawn) The comer support structure of claim 49 wherein the channel and 
the support are extraded. 
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